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Child Identity Formation Seen in Art Education Influenced

by traditional Inner Mongolian Culture

Kazuhiro Watanabe?

Abstract

This research investigates arts education being carried out jointly at educa-
tional facilities for young children (mainly kindergartens are targeted here) by
the Inner Mongolia University for the Nationalities and the College of Fine
Arts within the university, which are located in the Inner Mongolia Autono-
mous Region. Many works of art have been passed down through Inner
Mongolia’s long history, including traditional native costumes and ethnic
handicrafts, and it is thought that these also exert many influences on modern
arts education. Through the educational facilities for young children, we
conducted investigations and discussions of historical changes and develop-
ments in arts education in Inner Mongolia up to modern times. Based on these,
we carried out comprehensive analysis by using field surveys of the curricula
and educational methods of educational facilities for young children currently
being carried out, while focusing in particular on the originality of colors and
shapes being used in arts education that exhibits traditional aspects.
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