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Memories and Recognitions of Japanese Military Administration:

An Oral Interview Record of the Iban, Sarawak, Malaysia

Tetsuya Miura®

Abstract

As amicable relationships with Southeast Asian countries become more
and more important to Japan, it is a very critical issue to validate the feelings
of people in this area toward Japan historically. This article aims to report
about some aspects of memories and recognitions of Japanese military adminis-
tration during WWII in Iban society, Sarawak, East Malaysia. Japanese
military administration disrupted people’s livelihood, but Iban people could
barely been assaulted or massacred. Therefore, Iban people do not have
terrible aversion to Japanese military administration in contrast to ethnic

Chinese.
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