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Basic Research on the Students’ Use of “Manga”,

“Animation Movies”, and “Books”

Nobuo Koike?

Abstract
We often hear that the increasing popularity of manga (Japanese cartoons/

comics) is causing people to read fewer books. In an attempt to shed light on
this problem, I conducted a study to investigate a trend among those who read
manga, watch animation movies or read books. Based on the results of this
investigation, it was found that the average rating for those who read manga
was 3.77, for those who watched animation movies was 3.35, and for those who
enjoyed reading books was 2.91. In sum, it was found that those who enjoyed
reading manga and watching animation movies belonged to the largest group ;
whereas, those who enjoyed reading books belonged to the smallest group. It
was also revealed that participants belonging to the larger group enjoyed both
reading manga and watching animation movies, while participants in the
smaller group enjoyed neither one.
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