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Changes in the Usage Patterns of Slash-and-burn
in the Tambunan Dusun Village Society, Sabah, Malaysia

Tetsuya Miura?

Abstract

Rice cultivation of Dusun people in the mountainous area of Sabah,
Malaysia, is carried out in combination with paddy rice cultivation involving
irrigation and upland rice cultivation by slash-and-burn farming. Residence
and irrigated paddy fields are fixed, and they move their slash-and-burn fields.
In such settled slash-and-burn cultivation, it is important for each household to
acquire enough land for slash-and-burn nearby, and to manage the land effi-
ciently while taking into account the fallow period. This paper discusses the
current status of the change in the pattern of land use especially the manage-
ment of the slash-and-burn land and its socio-economic background.
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