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Abstract

ESP (English for Specific Purposes) approach to English program has attracted
attention as one possible direction in English education in Japan. An increasing number
of English teachers or researchers have reported their work in ESP in general and in some
discourse communities, such as business, engineering, nursing, medicine and social science.
The purpose of this study is to explore the specific English language needs of prospective
kindergarten teachers studying at a private college in order to develop an English Lan-
guage Curriculum introducing ESP approach. This is a follow up study of the needs
analysis conducted by Matsuzaki (2006). The questionnaires were distributed to 89
freshmen majoring in early childhood education at a private college in Gunma. The
statistics showed that the participants (1) prefer “traditional” English class to communica-
tive one (2) want to acquire practical or authentic English (3) want teachers to use movies,
TV programs or songs for children as teaching materials. While the students seem get
used to “traditional” style of learning conducted in high school, they need to experience
communicative activities in order to learn practical English. The result of this study will
provide valuable insights for the possibility of incorporating ESP approach to the English

program.
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