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Elementary Learner’s Beliefs for English Pronunciation :
Utilizing Factor Analysis

Ai Fujiwara

features of rhythm, stress, or intonation.

pronunciation.”

Franca.

attitude toward pronunciation.

Abstract

This paper investigates Japanese student’s perception of English pronunciation.
traditional way of teaching pronunciation was segmental, or the articulatory phonetics of
individual sound; however, today’s pronunciation training focuses on the suprasegmental
And a top-down approach focusing on global
meaning and communication is regarded as an important feature for language learning.
The idea of “good pronunciation” has shifted from “correct pronunciation” to “intelligible
With this fact in mind, questionnaires, containing 20 questions of needs
and beliefs about pronunciation, were distributed to junior high school students in Tokyo.
The questions pertained to the idea of Critical Period Hypothesis and English as a Lingua
Factor analysis was used to determine underlying variables and three factors in
pronunciation were found: 1) positive attitude toward pronunciation, 2 ) unease or worry
over pronunciation and 3) giving up the ideal of pronunciation.
teachers should remember that these factors always effect students in various degrees and

therefore they should always try to keep students motivated and respect their positive

The

To make teaching plans,
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