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A Pregnant Woman Insisting on Boarding a Plane :
Sociality of the Pregnancy among the Dusun in Eastern Malaysia

Tetsuya Miura

Abstract

Physiological conditions of human inevitably control its body. In that sense, a human

body is said to be “natural”. Meanwhile it has a lot of variations in the way of movement
or usage, apparently determined socially. Alternatively, human body is more emphasized
on the aspect of the tool of social representation, as an entity putting something purposely
or “read” intentionally, than on the aspect of biological body.

These are “naturalness” and “culturality and/or sociality” of human body, analyzed
here by focusing on emesis gradidarum of pregnant women.

Emesis gradidarum is a “natural” reaction to pregnancy. However, cultural-social
context of a pregnant woman restrict the way of expression of emesis gradidarum. That
is, social meanings represented by pregnant women’s body are discussed by variation of

channels of expression of emesis gradidarum.
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