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A Study on “Media-Practice” of Cell Phone Texting by Youths
——the Influences of Technical Characteristics,
“Double De-context Nature”’—

Yasuto Uchida

Abstract

This paper is a study which investigates the current “Media-Practices” of how youths give meaning to
the media of cell phone texting and how they use it. For this study, first theoretical analysis was
performed about the technical characteristics of cell phone texting, based on the historical genealogy of
this media and the situation of inter-media. Secondly, qualitative / quantitative surveys were conducted
on vocational school students to investigate what the media habits of the users under the conditions of
such technical characteristics. By making theoretical analysis and surveys negotiate, conclusions of the
problem were drawn.

With theoretical analysis, it was noted that cell phone texting had the media-characteristic of “double
de-context nature”, which means that communications by this media lack the key to analogue communi-
cation (context) and also are released from traditional physical restrictions.

As a conclusion, it should be pointed out that users were asked for more independent and active
participation of the media, in the sense of “creating and granting of contexts” in order to communicate

intimately by using the cell phone texting.




