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| Writing Ability of Students at the Department of Early Childhood Education
' of Ikuei Junior College |

Tatsuzen Sato

Abstract

It has long been said that writing ability of college students has been deteriorated. Some
of the spoken words are put in their term papers and “de-aru” and “desu” forms are mingled
with “masu” form and it is often found that they tend to use homonyms without
considerning their meanings. To make matters worse, we sometimes see sentences in
which even “te, ni, 0, and ha” are not properly used. The students themselves do not seem to
care about the mistakes. When their mistakes were pointed out, it seems that they do not
understand it and wonder why they are told to correct such small things.

It is true that we rarely have any trouble in our daily life even if we can not write
properly. ’At present every individual has his own telephone and we find no nec‘essity to
write letters. Even though we have something to write about, convenient manuals help us
type it out on a computer, which also changes the letters automatically into thé proper
Chinese characters.

Whatever changes our society experiences, however, we will surely have something to
write about.  People with some professions have to write for their daily duties. Teacheré for
early childhood education are among them. They »often have to write newsletters, notebooks
to correspond with parents, record diaries for children and workshop reports, which are
usually regarded not only as their own notes but as the documents other people are supposed
to read. We are thus required to have a minimum level of writing ability.

In this paper I showed the present situation of the students and examined the activities
and result of the class “Japanese Writing Seminar.”




