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Name Description Age

Baby Generic term referring to a child from birth through the first 2 years  Birth to 2 years »
of life

Neonate Child during the first month of life, from Latin words #eo (new) and  Birth to 1 month
natus (born) ;usually used by nurses, pediatric specialists, and
people working in the area of child development

Infants Children from birth to the beginning of independent walking (about Birth to 1 year
12 months of age)

Toddlers Children from the beginning of independent walking to about age 3; 13 months to 3 years
the term foddler is derived from the lunging, tottering, precarious
balanced movement of children as they learn to waik.

Preschoolers Children between toddler age and age of entrance into kindergarten 3 to 5 years
or first grade; because kindergarten is becoming more widespread, it
is customary to refer to 4-year-olds as preschoolers.

Child/children Generic term for individuals from birth through the elementary  Birth to 8 years

grades

The very young

Used to identify and specify children from birth through preschool

Birth to 5 years
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Program

Purpose

Age

Early childhood program

Child care

High school child care programs

Drop-off child care centers

After-school care

Family day care

Employer child care

Corporate child care

Proprietary care

Nursery school (public or private)
Preschool (public or private)

Parent cooperative preschool

Baby-sitting cooperatives (co-op)

Prekindergarten

Junior kindergarten
Senior kindergarten

Kindergarten

Pre-first grade

Interim first grade

Transitional or transition classes

Developmental kindergarten

Transitional kindergarten

Preprimary

Primary

Multipurpose

Play/socialization;baby-sitting ; physical care;provides parents
opportunities to work;cognitive development;full-quality care

Provide child care for children of high school students,

especially unwed parents;serve as an incentive for
student/parents to finish high school and as a training

program in child care and parenting skills

Provide care for short periods of time while parents shop,
exercise, or have appointments

Provides care for children after school hours

Provides care for a group of children in a home setting;
generally custodial in nature

Different settings for meeting child care

Same as employer child care

Provides care and/or education to children;designed to make
a profit

Play/socialization ; cognitive development
Play/socialization ; cognitive development

Play/socialization ; preparation for kindergarten and first
grade ; baby-sitting ; cognitive development

Provide parents with reliable baby-sitting;parents sit for
others’ children in return for reciprocal services

Play/socialization ; cognitive ~ development ; preparation  for

kindergarten
Prekindergarten program
Basically the same as regular kindergarten

Preparation for first grade;developmentally appropriate

activities for 4 /5~ to 6-year-olds;increasingly viewed as the
grade before first grade and as a regular part of the public
school program

Preparation for first grade;often for students who “failed”

or did not do well in kindergarten

Provides children with an additional year of kindergarten and
readiness activities prior to and as preparation for first grade

Classes specifically designed to provide for children of the
same developmental age

Same as regular kindergarten ; often enrolls children who have
completed one or more years in an early childhood special
education program

Extended learning of kindergarten preparation for first grade
Preparation for first grade

Teaches skills associated with grades 1, 2, and 3

Birth to grade 3

Birth to 6 years

6 weeks to 5 years

Infancy the

grades

through primary

Children of school age; generally
Kto6

Variable

Variable ; usually as early as 6
weeks to the beginning of school

Same as employer child care

6 weeks to entrance into first

grade
2 to 4 years
2Y,t05 years

2 to 5 years
All ages
3V, to 5 years

Primarily 4-year-olds
Same as kindergarten

4 to 6 years

5 to 6 years
5 to 6 years
Variable
5 to 6 years
Variable

5 to 6 years

6 to 8 years




Program

Purpose

Age

Toy lending libraries

Lekotek

Infant stimulation programs (also

called parent/infant stimulation

- and mommy and me programs)

Multiage grades or groups

Dual-age classroom

Learning families

Junior first grade
Split class

Head Start

Follow Through

Private schools

Department of Children, Youth,
and Families

Health and Human Services
Health and Social Services
Home Start

Laboratory school

Child
Program

and Family Resource

Montessori school (preschool and
grade school)

Open education

British primary school

Magnet school

Provide parents and children with games, toys, and other
materials that can be used for learning purposes;housed in
libraries, vans, or early childhood centers

Resource center for families who have children with special
needs ; sometimes referred to as a foy or play library (lekoltek is
a Scandinavian word that means play library)

Programs for enhancing sensory and cognitive development of
infants and young toddlers through exercise and play;
activities include general sensory stimulation for children and
educational information and advice for parents

Groups or classes of children of various ages;generally
spanning 2 to 3 years per group

An organizational plan in which children from two grade
levels are grouped together;another term for multiage
grouping and for maintaining reasonable student-teacher
ratios

Another name for multiage grouping. However, the emphasis
is on practices that create a family atmosphere and encourage
living and learning as a family. The term was commonly used
in open education programs. Its revival signifies the
reemergence of progressive and child-centered approaches.

Preparation for first grade
Teaches basic academic and social skills of grades involved

Play/socialization ; academic learning; comprehensive social

and health services;prepares children for kindergarten and
first grade

Extended Head Start services to grades 1, 2, and 3

Provide care and/or education

A multipurpose agency of many state and county govemments
; usually provides such services as administration of state and
federal monies, child care licensing, and protective services

Same as Dept. of Children, Youth, and Families
Same as Dept. of Children, Youth, and Families
Provides Head Start service in the home setting

Provides demonstration programs for preservice teachers;
conducts research

Delivers Head Start services to families

Provides programs that use the philosophy, procedures, and
materials developed by Maria Montessori

Child-centered learning in an environment characterized by
freedom and learning through activities based on children’s
interests

Implements the practices and procedures of open education

Specialiies in subjects and curriculum designed to attract
students; usually has a theme (e.g., performing arts);
designed to give parents choices and to integrate schools

Birth through primary years
Birth through primary years

3 months to 2 years

Variable

Variable

Variable

5 to 6 years
Variable, but usually primary

2 to 6 years

6 to 8 years

Usually preschool through high
school

All

All
All
Birth to 6 or 7 years

Variable,
high

birth through senior
Birth to 8 years

1 to 8 years

2 to 8 years

2 to 8 years

5 to 18 years
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Center Concepts Center Concepts
Housekeeping Classification Woodworking (pinewood, Following directions
Language skills cardboard, Styrofoam) Functions
Sociodramatic play ’ Planning
Functions Whole/Part
Processes Art Color
Water/sand Texture Size
Volume Shape
Quantity Texture
Measure Design
Blocks Size Relationships
Shape Science Identification of odors
Length Functions
Seriation Measure
Spatial relations Volume
Books/language Verbalization Texture
Listening Size
Directions Relationships
How to use books Manipulatives Classification
Colors, size Spatial relationships
Shapes Shape
Puzzles/perceptual development Names Color
Size Size
Shape Seriation
Color
Whole/part
Figure/ground

Spatial relations
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About Childcare and Early Childhood Education in Foreign Countries (1)
—— A Study of Early Childhood Education in the U.S. ——

Mika Kogure

Abstract

. This is a study of early childhbod education in the U.S. and is prepared as a reference for
follow-up studies on childcare and early childhood education in foreign countries. At first,
the history of childcare and early childhood education in the U.S. is summarized. Then,
labels for childreﬁ and the terminology of early childhood education are discussed. Finally,
types of early education programs and practices are explained. It shows that the
characteristics of the U.S. childcare and education system are in its diversity, locality, and
flexibility. Japanese educators can learn a lot from their American counterparts.




